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The 137
th

 Annual Michigan Department Encampment was called to order by Department 

Commander Terrance L. McKinch at 9:03 AM.  (Hereafter the 137
th

 Annual Michigan 

Department Encampment will be referred as the Encampment). 

DC McKinch asked Department Secretary Denney to call the roll of Department Officers. DS 

Denney called the roll of Officers. (Copy in Appendix A) 

DC McKinch proceeded with the opening ceremony, prayer and the pledge of Allegiance. 

Rules of the Encampment: 

 Officer reports shall be as submitted with the exception of the Department Commander, 

Department Treasurer, Department Secretary, and the Chair of the 2021 National 

Encampment Committee. 

 When speaking, identify yourself by name and camp. 

 All debate will be done in the spirit of Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty. 

 All voting will be done by Delegate Card (only Delegate Card is allowed) since this both 

in person and virtual, those in virtual will need to raise their Delegate Card to be 

recognized. 

 The Department Commander reserves the right to institute other methods of voting as the 

circumstances dictate. 

 At this time, if you are not using your phone to attend the Encampment, please turn off or 

silence your cell phones. 

 All Comments are limited to 4 minutes. 

 All those on the Zoom will be muted until recognized by the Signal Officers and Staff. 

 

Department Chaplain Williams read the list of deceased Brothers for 2020-2021 

Howard Edward Fite Sgt. John S. Cosbey Camp 427 

Kenneth J. Seger Gov. Crapo Camp 145 

Neal Francis Breaugh Robert Finch Camp 14 

Freeman T. Greer, Jr. Gov. Crapo Camp 145 

Howard E. Byrne, Jr. Robert Finch Camp 14 

Dana Alan Traub Curtenius Guard Camp 17 

Richard O. Bower Sgt. John S. Cosbey Camp 427 

Louis B. Cuyler Colegrove-Woodruff Camp 22 

Howard W. Streeter Colegrove-Woodruff Camp 22 

John M. Shoemaker General Benjamin Pritchard Camp 20 
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Department Chaplain Williams offered a prayer. 

Commander in Chief Brian C. Pierson was introduced and was gifted with some GAR and Sons 

buttons and made some brief remarks, adding that he will be offering some more remarks toward 

the end of the Encampment. 

Past Commander in Chiefs, National Officers and Past Department Commanders were 

recognized. 

Credentials Committee:  L. Dean Lamphere, PDC, Chair, Rob Payne, PDC, and Chuck Worley, 

PDC. 

Bylaws Committee: Nathan Smith, Chair, Paul Davis, PDC, and Dick Denney. 

Officer Reports Committee: Don Shaw, PCinC, Chair, Blaine Valentine, PCC, and Rev. Charles 

Buckhahn, PCC. 

 

Credentials Committee: PDC Dean Lamphere reported that 34 of 47 registered for the 

Encampment are present either in person or attending virtually.  All in attendance are eligible to 

vote. 

DC McKinch gave his report.  (all Officer Reports submitted are in the Appendix B). 

DSVC Smith called for a motion to refer the Department Commander’s report and subsequent 

reports to the Officers Report Committee.  PDC Gary Gibson so moved and a second was 

offered by PDC Robert Payne.  Motion approved. 

L. Dean Lamphere, PDC, moved that all officer reports that have no changes be submitted as 

written to the Officer’s Report Committee.  Rob Payne, PDC 2
nd

. 

 Some discussion.  Motion approved. 

Patriotic Instructor David Kimble, PCC gave a brief report of the activities of the year.  He also 

reported that only 7 out of 21 camps submitted Patriotic Instructor reports for 2020-2021. 

Correspondence was read by Department Secretary Denney, PCC from Peter Hritsko, Jr., PDC 

announcing his candidacy for Junior Vice Commander in Chief at the 140
th

 National 

Encampment at St. Louis, Missouri in August 2021. 

(Copy of Letter is in the Appendix F).  (Also, Brother Hritsko’s resume is on the National 

website.) 

The Encampment recessed at 9:52 AM. 

The Encampment resumed at 10:07 AM. 

One more rule:  when an Officer or anyone wishes to address the Encampment, proceed to the 

rear of the room and speak into the microphone that is there. 
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CinC Brian Pierson announced that PCinC mark Day sends his greetings to the annual Michigan 

Department Encampment. 

Department Awards: 

Abraham Lincoln Award: No nominations. 

J. Richard Greene Awards: Not awarded. 

The Austin Blair Award goes to the Camp who has initiated the most Brothers in the preceding 

12 months.  The award goes to Sgt. John S. Cosbey Camp No. 427. 

The Orlando LeValley goes to the Camp who has the largest percentage increase during the last 

12 months.  The award goes to Henry E. Plant Camp No. 3. 

The Kalamazoo Lincoln Project Special Committee report. 

Chuck Worley, PDC, Chair of the Kalamazoo Lincoln Project Special Committee to give a 

progress report.  Chuck Worley, PDC, offered on behalf of the committee a resolution. 

(resolution is in the Appendix D).  The resolution asked the Encampment for $5000.00 for the 

Lincoln Statue in Bronson Park, Kalamazoo, Mi.  Discussion was brought forward whether the 

Department could afford that amount.  Chuck Worley moved that resolution be tabled until after 

Brother Cameron Brown spoke about the project.  2
nd

 by Gary Gibson.  Motion was approved. 

Bylaws Committee report. 

Paul Davis, PDC, member of the Bylaws Committee presented the Committee’s report involving 

three items.  (The Bylaws Committee initial report in in the Appendix C along with a report 

containing the approved changes.) 

1. Article XIX- Awards and Insignia-section 5- Richard Greene award. 

     The purpose is to correct the typo/spelling error from Green to Greene. 

 No discussion-changes approved. 

2. Article XIX-Awards and Insignia-section 3-Abraham Lincoln Certificate of  

  Appreciation Award. 

    The language of the award is for the memory of the Grand Army of the Republic.  The 

proposed change would expand the criteria for the award. 

No discussion-changes approved. 

3. Article IX-section 12-The Nominating Committee. 

     The purpose of the proposed change is to clarify the duties of a committee member plus spell 

out the qualifications necessary to serve as a Department Officer. 
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Todd Cordill moved to amend the language to include past Camp Commander or Camp 

Commander to be nominated Department Commander.  Lloyd Lamphere 2
nd

.  Discussion.  

Approved. 

There was discussion- changes approved as amended. 

Signals Officer reported the Graves Registration web page update. 

2022 National Encampment Committee report: 

Chairman James Pahl, PCinC, stated that a hotel has been contracted for the National 

Encampment.  The Doubletree Inn Airport on 28
th

 St. in Grand Rapids, MI. on 11-14 August 

2022.  A committee meeting will be held on May 15,2021. 

The 2022 Department Encampment will be held at the same venue. 

Department Council report: Chuck Worley, PDC presented the Department Council report.  

(Copy of the report will be in the Appendix B.) 

David Smith, PDC read a testimonial for Chuck Worley PDC commending his service on the 

Department Council.  (Copy of the testimonial is in the Appendix B). 

The Encampment recessed at 11:12 AM. 

The Encampment resumed at 11:22 AM. 

Old Business: No old business. 

New business: 

James Pahl, PCinC moved the 137
th

 Department Encampment direct the purchase of a 16x16 

Memorial Brick at the cost of $500.00 for placement at the Benjamin F. Stephanson Memorial 

Plaza in the Rose Hill Cemetery in Petersburg, IL and further moved that the 2021-2022 

Michigan Department Commander determine the appropriate language for the text of such brick. 

2
nd

 by Paul Davis, PDC.  No discussion.  Motion approved.  (text of the motion is included in the 

Appendix E.) 

James Pahl, PCinC, moved that the 137
th

 Department Encampment direct the 2021-2022 

Department Commander to appoint a special committee to explore what policies of liability 

insurance are available, including coverage for the use of and the firing of firearms and this 

Committee shall obtain quotes for such insurance from various insurance agencies for general 

liability coverage, including the Camps of our Department and their activities , including the 

firing of firearms, and this  Committee report back to the 138
th

 Department Encampment with 

recommendations as to which policy to obtain and the cost of that policy and the Department of 

Michigan immediately after the 138
th

 Department Encampment; obtain a policy of general 

liability insurance, which includes coverage for the Camps of our Department and their 

activities, including the firing of firearms, and the Department of Michigan at the 138
th

 

Department Encampment increase the Department Per Capita dues by sufficient amount to pay 

for such liability insurance.(text of motion is included in the Appendix E.) 
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2
nd

 by Don Shaw, PCinC. 

Discussion ensued. 

DC Terrance McKinch moved to amend the motion to set the deadline for the Committee report 

to six months and to have virtual special Department Encampment to discuss the matter with the 

Committee’s findings. 

2
nd

 by Steve Williams. 

Discussion ensued. 

Motion to amend the Motion was approved. 

Brother Pahl’s motion as amended was approved. 

Encampment adjourned for lunch at 11:55 AM. 

Encampment resumed at 1:06 PM.  

Sister Linda McKinch of the Women’s relief Corps brought greetings from Sister Jessica Booth, 

National President of the Women’s Relief Corps. 

 Nathan Tingley brought to the floor of the Encampment a resolution for a change in the wording 

in National Organization, Chapter III, Article V, Eligibility of Officers.  (text of Nathan 

Tingley’s resolution is include in the appendix.)  Motion by Nathan Tinley to accept the 

resolution as read.  Dean Lamphere, PDC 2
nd

 the motion. 

Discussion ensued.  

Motion to approve the resolution failed.  

Dean Lamphere moved that the previously tabled motion for contribution of funds for the 

Abraham Lincoln Institute be brought to the floor. Keith Harrison, PCinC, 2
nd

 the motion. 

Motion to raise the motion from the table approved. 

Presentation by Cameron Brown about the Abraham Lincoln Institute of Kalamazoo, MI. 

Discussion of the motion for a donation of $5000.00 to the Abraham Lincoln Institute. 

A motion by James Pahl, PCinC, to amend the motion from the amount of $5000.00 to $2500.00.  

2
nd

 by Gene Taylor. 

No discussion. 

Motion to amend the motion was approved. 

The motion as amended to donate $2500.00 to the Abraham Lincoln Institute and to continue the 

special committee. 

Motion was approved. 
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Officer Reports Committee 

Don Shaw, PCinC, Chair of the Officer Report Committee along with members Blaine 

Valentine, and Charles Buckhahn present the following Officer recommendations. 

Department Junior Vice Commander has recommended three items. 

 Sponsor a Civil War Film Festival at the camp or regional 

level.  The public would be invited and this would be utilized as a recruitment event. 

 A Department sponsored multi-day Civil War battlefield 

bus trip.  All Sons, families, friends, and the general public including all Civil War 

roundtables would be invited.  This event could achieve all of the stated objectives plus 

add some income to the Department for additional events. 

 Create a Department Civil War Roundtable liaison officer 

to assist the various Roundtables in finding and recommending speakers, recruiting 

membership from and for the SUVCW, Co-sponsoring regional events and educating the 

public.  A similar approach could be pursued with genealogy clubs and veteran 

organizations, for our mutual benefit, throughout the Department of Michigan. 

The Committee concurs with these recommendations. 

The Encampment approves the recommendations. 

The Department Treasurer has recommended two items. 

 That the proposed 2021 operating budget for the General 

Fund, attached to this report, be accepted as presented. 

 That, in light of the approval for the Department of 

Michigan to host the 2022 National Encampment, no General Funds should transferred 

to the Permanent Fund in the current year. 

The Committee concurs with these recommendations. 

The Encampment approves the recommendations. 

The Signals Officer has one recommendation. 

All camps which have their camp webpage maintained by the Department must submit 

new camp officers and contact information to the Webmaster after installations, every 

year. This is the only way to ensure these pages are properly maintained. 

The Committee concurs and suggest that the incoming Department Commander publish this in 

his orders, so the camps know what their responsibilities are in this matter. 

The Encampment approves this recommendation. 

This concludes the Committee’s report. 

The Encampment recessed at 2:20 PM. 
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The Encampment resumed at 2:40 PM. 

DC McKinch recognized the Department Officers with various mementoes. 

Good of the Order 

James Pahl, PCinC, Editor of the Banner presented proofs of the Banner cover to various 

member of the Department. 

Report of the Credentials Committee. 

Dean Lamphere, PDC, Chair of the Credentials Committee announced there are  

34 voting delegates. 

Remarks were given by Commander in Chief Brian C. Pierson. 

Nominations of Department Officers. 

Report of the Nomination Committee 

The Nomination Committee brought forth Nathan Smith, DSVC as Department Commander. 

DC McKinch called for any additional nominations from the floor for Department Commander, 

there being none, the Commander declared the nominations closed.  The Commander asked 

Brother Smith if he was willing to serve?  Brother Smith answered in the affirmative. 

Commander McKinch asked Brother Smith what other offices do you hold within the Order? He 

is Department Senior Vice Commander, Camp Commander of U.S. Grant Camp No. 67 and 

Camp Secretary of LeValley-Huested Camp No. 255. 

The Nomination Committee brought forth Gary Swain, DJVC as Department Senior Vice 

Commander. 

DC McKinch called for any additional nominations from the floor, there being none, the 

Commander declared that the nominations were closed.  The Commander asked Brother Swain 

if he was willing to serve?   Brother Swain answered in the affirmative.  Commander McKinch 

asked Brother Swain what other offices do you hold in the Order? He is Department Junior Vice 

Commander. 

The Nomination Committee brought forth David Kimble as Department Junior Commander. 

DC McKinch called for any additional nominations from the floor, there being none, the 

Commander declared that the nominations were closed.  The Commander asked if Brother 

Kimble if he was willing to serve?  Brother Kimble answered in the affirmative.  Commander 

McKinch asked Brother Kimble what other offices do you hold in the Order?  He holds no 

elected offices in the Order. 

The Nomination Committee brought forth the names of David Smith, Steve Martin, and Robert 

Payne for the Department Council. 
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DC McKinch called for any additional nominations from the floor, there being none, the 

Commander declared that the nominations were closed. 

The Commander asked if Brother Smith was willing to serve?  Brother Smith answered in the 

affirmative. Commander McKinch asked what other offices do you hold in the Order?  He is a 

Member of the Department Council and Senior Vice Commander of Robert Finch Camp No. 14. 

The Commander asked if Brother Martin was willing to serve?  Brother Martin answered in the 

affirmative.  Commander McKinch asked what other offices do you hold in the Order?  He is a 

Member of the Department Council. 

The Commander asked Brother Payne if he was willing to serve?  Brother Payne answered in 

the affirmative.  Commander McKinch asked what other offices do you hold in the Order?  He 

is Camp Commander of Curtenius Guard Camp No. 17. 

James Pahl, PCinC, moved where there are no contested offices that the Department Secretary 

be directed to cast a unanimous ballot.  2
nd

 by Ed Dowd.  Motion was approved. 

A unanimous ballot was cast by the Department Secretary for all candidates. 

Election of Delegates. 

James Pahl, PCinC, nominated the following as delegates to the National Encampment: 

Dick Denney 

Gary Swain 

Lloyd Lamphere 

Ed Dowd 

Steve Martin 

James Pahl, PDC, moved to elect the named brothers as  

Delegates to the 2021 National Encampment and that the rest of the delegation be taken 

alphabetically from the Department roster.  Dean Lamphere, PDC, 2
nd

 the motion.  No 

discussion. The motion was approved. 

Commander McKinch dismissed the Department Committees with thanks. 

Commander in Chief Brian C. Pearson proceeded to install the 2021-2022 Department of 

Michigan Officers by Ritual. 

Department Commander Smith requested Brother Lloyd Lamphere to pin on his Department 

Commander’s Badge. 

Commander Smith made a few remarks in closing. 

Department Commander Smith proceeded with the closing ritual and the Encampment 

adjourned at 3:35PM. 
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Respectfully submitted In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty. 

 

Richard Denney 

Secretary, Department of Michigan 
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APPENDIX B – OFFICER REPORTS 

Headquarters 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Department of Michigan 

Terrance L. McKinch, Commander Department of Michigan 

Annual Department Report 

May 1, 2021 

 

Commander-in-Chief Pierson, Officers, Brothers, and Special Guests of the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War Department of Michigan. 

 

It is my pleasure to report that in these difficult times, we are still have a viable Department. We 

have many camps who did not change officers, but others did, and we performed virtual 

installations. I participated in most of them whether as the installing officer, or as an observer. 

 

We currently have 22 camps including a Camp-at-Large with 452 brothers. Our challenge is 

gaining new members and forming new camps. I implore each and every one of you to seek out 

new members which will help fill our camps and perhaps form new camps. We had 7 Brothers 

that we lost over the past year and we can’t forget Past National President Lucille Streeter who 

not only assisted the Woman’s Relief Corps but helped our order as well. 

 

I want to thank those Officers and Members who assisted me in making this a memorable year. I 

want to give special thanks to; Don Shaw PC-in-C, my Chief of Staff, Nate Smith, Department 

Senior Vice Commander, Gary Swain Department Junior Vice Commander who stepped up to 

replace David Ramsey, Robert Payne PDC and David F. Wallace PDC Department Signals 

officers just to start naming a few. David Smith PDC,  Paul Davis PDC tirelessly give me 

support when I needed it.  L. Dean Lamphere is invaluable to the Department Commander and is 

always helpful for anything I needed done. Brother Gosling was always able to balance the 

books and answer my questions. My Department Chaplin, Steve Williams was an awesome 

assistant in this trying times. The Department Members of Council, Charles Worley PDC, David 

Smith PDC, and Steve Martin CC make running the Department a breeze. Rick Danes and 

Jimmy Pahl pull a lot of double duty and are awesome at their jobs. Ed Dowd our Color Bearer 

helps to keep our flags in the view of the public, with Lloyd Lamphere and Gene Taylor assisting 

with keeping the camp in order. David Kimble, Keith Harrison PC-in-C, Gary Gibson PDC, 

Nathan Tingley, and John McGill help to round out the group. I want to give special thanks to 

our Department Secretary Dick Denny. This man is AWESOME, and the Department could not 

run without his attention to detail and willingness to help at every turn. 

 

Brothers, I close this report by thanking all of you who have taken the time to become a SUVCW 

member and help support our order. God Bless you all. 

 

Yours in Fraternity, Charity & Loyalty 

Terry McKinch, Department of Michigan Commander 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
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APPENDEX C – COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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APPENDIX D – RESOLUTIONS 
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APPENDIX E – MOTIONS 
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APPENDIX F – CORRESPONDENCE 
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APPENDIX G – CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

 


