Brothers of The Department Of Michigan:

The National Encampment of the Allied Orders, held in Marietta, Georgia this past
August is now behind us. The Michigan Delegation consisted of 10 Brothers including:
James Pahl, Don Shaw, Dale Aurand, L. Dean Lamphere, Gary Granger, David Smith,
Skip Bryant, Chris Cox, Ron Shull and Paul Davis. We thank those Brothers who
attended the Encampment and represented the Department of Michigan.
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Commanderbs Comment s
By Paul Davis, DC, PCC, MOLLUS, SVR

The Department of Michigan has consistently ranked within the
top three Departments in the Order and has also consistently
provided a delegation that represents a significant voting block.
This year the Department of Michigan was entitled to 35 votes
and we were only able to utilize 10 votes of our capability.

By comparison, the Department of Pennsylvania is the largest
Department with 49 votes; the Department of Ohio is second with
45 votes and voted almost 50% of their strength; the Department
of the Chesapeake ranks third with 40 votes and cast 14 votes;
Michigan ranks fourth with New York nipping at our heels with 34

So why is this important? The Department of Michigan has been and can continue to be an effective and respected voting
block, but we need the support of our Brothers with their attendance at National Encampments. There were at least two
votes that came before the Encampment this year that created impassioned debate and discussion taking up the better
part of one day in deliberations. The voting was so close that the totals were separated by just a few votes resulting in a
failure to adopt the proposed motion.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

During the National Encampment Brothers Pahl, Shaw, Aurand and | had the opportunity to meet with the new Chairman
of the National Encampment Site Committee. In addition to introductions, we had the opportunity to clarify our intention to

host the 2017 National Allied Orders Encampment. Our proposal is well along the way and should be finished for
submission in the next week or two at the latest. The proposal document is extensive and detailed and will amount to

about 150+ pages when completed. The deadline for submissions is December 15, 2014.

The Department has had a number of complaints regarding our website and the outdated
information that is posted there. We will remind the Brothers that a last minute resignation
just before the Department Encampment left us without a webmaster. A call went out
earlier asking each Camp to ask their membership for a volunteer.

None was found.

We have had one individual volunteer to do some minimal maintenance and only for a
limited time period. That time period has passed and we still do not have a webmaster.
Our website is our face to the public as well as a tool used by all of the Camps and
members of the Department for the posting and access to important information. It is
critical to the operation of the Department that we find a person to manage and maintain
the data on our Department website

Therefore, | ask each Camp Commander to once again survey their membership for a
volunteer. | ask each Brother to think about a student or scout who needs a public service
project and seek out in earnest any one who can perform the maintenance requirements
for our website.

If we can not find a volunteer, | may have to ask that a person be hired to do the
maintenance. Please give this need some serious consideration and if you have a
candidate, an idea or a suggestion, please let the Department Secretary or me know.

Thank you for your attention.

Senior Vice Commander
By Dale Aurand, PCC
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Much Morel!

On my way to attend the National Encampment in Marietta, GA.

those buried there and those left to mourn them.

written 150 years ago. In these letters we

how many lives were cut short.

my wife and | visited the National Cemetery in Chattanooga, TN.
Visiting such a cemetery invites one to reflect on the sacrifices of

| became aware
of one individual soldier from the 23 MI Infantry who was killed

at the Battle of Resaca, GA. We located his grave, paused to
think that we could have been one of the few, if any, to have visited
this location and pay tribute. We learned of this soldier while transcribing letters

discovered the wife wanted to visit the grave of her husband. It
was her brother-in-law who wrote and advised she should not see
a battlefield burial ground. After the war his grave was removed
from Resaca, GA. to the National Cemetery in Chattanooga, TN.

| have visited a number of National Cemeteries, it always moves me to consider

As Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War it is our obligation to

recall those incomplete lives and pay our respects to them.
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Chapl ainds Report
Submitted by Charles Buckhahn, CC, Dept. Chaplain

Over the past summer, the Department has not been notified of any deaths within the Camps of the Department. Of this,

we all can be thankful. | continue to urge all the Camp Commanders and/or the Camp Secretaries to notify me in a timely
manner on the passing of any of our brothers, and to inform me when brothers are ill or are hospitalized. | urge the Camps

to contact me either at buckhahn@sbcglobal.net, by phone (989-780-2259), or by mail (1109 Elmdale Dr., Saginaw, Ml

48602) when either situation takes place.

During the summer, | presented a first person presentation of Chaplain F. W. Richmann (Chaplain of the 58" Ohio Infantry
Vol unteer Regiment) at St. Johnos LthlAnnh/ersaraWors@ipServicelsonJlIEyIS@ci n,
6, 2014. Chaplain Richmann was alisl875.tAtdé amPasantofdhat cangreg&ion. A J o h n
video of my presentation to my beloved home congregation can be seen on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkluCSp5qY4.

On November 13-14, | will be giving presentations of a Union Chaplain at the Blue Gray Days at Carnton Plantation,

Franklin, Tenn. | will also take the field with the Federal forces as a Union Chaplain at the 150™ Anniversary of the Battle

of Franklin Re-enactment, November 15-16. | am looking forward in representing our Department at these two events.

Finally, my wife and | wish to announce that our daughter, Elizabeth Swartz, will make us grandparents for the first time in
early February. Join us in praying for a healthy grandchild and a safe delivery for Elizabeth.

Civil War Memorials
By Bruce B. Butgereit, PDC, PCC

As some of you know, Marcia lost her father in May during the Department Encampment
and then in July, my mother passed away. | have been dealing with some health issues
of my own and so it has been a challenging summer. Although this report is brief, work
does continue on the Department Civil War Memorials Program.

Several Camps continue to not only assess the memorials in their area but have taken
steps to clean and restore these important connections to the Civil War and the Grand
Army of the Republic.

In looking through the Messenger, | see some new memorials have been created.
Please remember to forward information and a Form CWM61 to me regarding these
so they can be added to the database.

My definitionof a memori al goes beyond stone and bronze. I woul d
Cemetery, historical markers, interpretive signage and even G.A.R. Buildings. While some of these items are identified
elsewhere, having them listed in more than one location is not a bad thing.

By the time some of you read this, Camp Commanders and Memorials Officers will have received a communication from
Department Memorials Committee member, Brother Jerry Grieve of Camp 14, requesting your assistance in identifying
the various memorial cannon across the state. Using the material donated to the Department by Brother Richard
Hutchins (Camp 120) and his wife Mary, Brother Grieve has identified more cannon and a number of missing pieces as
well.

lencorage each Camp to participate in this important program
comments made by Department Patriotic Instructor, Brother Gary Granger in the last issue of the Messenger, | would add

filling out the assessmentforms i n t he Memori als program to be another |1 mp
I have had the slides of Dr. Petz6s memori al photos scanne

$900. In total, there are over 2,700 images that will become part of an online database of Department memorials.

Thank you for your support in this program.


mailto:buckhahn@sbcglobal.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkluCSp5qY4
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Ulysses S. Grant Camp #67
By Charles Buckhahn, CC

The Ulysses S. Grant Camp #67 met at the Secretary/ Treasur
23", After hot dogs, brats, and hamburgers; plus cold, adult beverages, a short meeting was held. The Department
Encampment and the actions taken there were revi ewell. we a
Dedication Service at the G.A.R. Soldiers Rest at the Pine Ridge Cemetery in Bay City; in the May 30" Remembrance

Ceremony at Aventine Cemetery in Flint; and in the gravestone dedications on May 31*, at the Clayton Township

Cemetery, where the gravestones for Luther Johnson, George Fish, Alva Scofield, and Charles Hamlin were dedicated.

Plans were made to have a table set-up for the Camp at the River of Time event in Bay City on September 27" and 28", It

was announced that flag poles were purchased for the flags of the Camp. Individual summer plans were shared and

Sail or Bob gave, once again,repartm i nf ormative Patriotic Offi

Detroit G.A.R. Building Update
By Bruce B. Butgereit

Many exciting things are happening almost daily at the Detroit G.A.R. Building. The ventilation system for the two ground-
floor restaurants has been installed. The Parks and Rec Diner, a tribute to the use of the building by the City of Detroit in
the 1940s-early 1980s, will seat about 40 people. The Republic, a tribute to the G.A.R., will seat over 100 guests and will
have the feel of an old tavern. Because of building security, access to the restaurants will not be made through the main
entrance but all guests will still be able to see the beautiful mosaic tile entrance through specially designed windows from
inside each restaurant. The lobby will include a special display of items found during the restoration process.

The new heating and cooling system has been installed. The previous method of cooling the building was to open a
window and if you wanted to get warm, you stood near a steam radiator. By mid-October, the new elevator will be
functional.

For more on the progress and the interesting items found, please visit: http://gardetroit.org/

Please read the following carefully and please be patient over the next eight or so months i you will have an opportunity
to see the building.

There will be a special open house held at the building on Saturday, November 8, 2014. It will be a tickets-only event with
the lowest ticket price set around $100 for about 400 guests; a higher-priced ticket will also be offered to about 100
guests. The money raised from this event is scheduled to be donated to the Michigan-based Fallen and Wounded
Soldiers Fund.

Parts of the building will probably not be completed by the date of this event, but the event will bring more awareness to
the project and will hopefully encourage some additional funding support. More details will be available in an upcoming
Civil War Circular.

In the Spring of 2015, we will have another open house where members of the Allied Orders will be able to view the
restored building. More details to follow.

Edi t or My Miod hei: dMassenger is now distributed electronically:
In2005theDepart ment was faced with rising printing and mailing
few options were available to Department Officers, so the issue was put on the floor at the Department Encampment.
The Members voted to publish Michiganés Messenger in an
each Camp (thereafter called a Camp Signals Officer), who would then distribute the newsletter to Camp Members.
As a result of this action by the Membership, dues have not been raised.

I believe that the Camps have the responsibility to report changes, so that we can continue to serve you, you must provide
me with a current contact for electronic mailing.
| have tried to include every article that was sent to me prior to publication, so that all future issues will be timely. | welcome all
constructive suggestions, and encourage all of you to submit relative news about your committees, your Camps, and your
ancestors. This is your newsletter, and its success depends on you. Rick Danes, Editor mimessrd@aol.com.
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2014 National Encampment, Marietta Georgia - SUVCW

Photos by Tim Reese of California
showing the swearing in of the 2014-
2015 C-in-C Tad Campbell of
California.

Group photo of the 2014-2015 National Officers
was taken by David Soshowski.

COMRADESHIP
Submitted by Jim Jackson, CC

By Leslie D. Weatherhead

When a soldier, Jim, was injured and could not get back to
safety, his buddy went out to get him, against his officer's
orders. He returned mortally wounded and his friend, whom he
had carried back, was dead.

The officer was angry. "l told you not to go," he said. "Now I've
lost both of you. It was not worth it."

The dying man replied, "But it was sir, because when | got to
him he said "Jim, | knew you'd come."
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2014-2015
Department Officers
Commander
Paul Davis

535 Mayflower Drive,
Saginaw, Michigan 48638
pdmarcomm@aol.com

Senior Vice Commander
Dale Aurand
321 W. 9" Street
Traverse City, Ml 49684
Daurand321@yahoo.com

Junior Vice Commander
L. Dean Lamphere
1062 Four Seasons Blvd.
Aurora, IL 60504
Idlampherejr@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
George Boller
Suite 7, 17199 Laural Park Dr.
Livonia, MI 48152
rellob@prodigy.net

Treasurer
Bruce Gosling
20388 US Hwy. 12
White Pigeon, Ml 49099
bgosling@charter.net

Department Council
Chuck Worley
Kevin Lindsey, PCC
Bob Griggs

Chaplain
Rev. Charles F. Buckhahn
Patriotic Instructor
Gary Granger, PCC
Color Bearer
Edgar Dowd
Counselor
James Pahl, PCC, PDC, PCinC
Guard
Robert Payne

Eagle Scout Coordinator
Jerry A. Olson, PCC

Signals Officer
Open

Messenger Editor
Rick Danes, CC

Historian
Matt Adair

Guide
Dave Smith

Graves Registration
Rick Danes, CC

GAR Records
Gary Gibson, PDC

Civil War Memorials
Bruce Butgereit, PCC, PDC

Chief of Staff
Keith Harrison, PCC, PDC,
PCinC

Camp At Large Coordinator
Dennis Zank

Aide de Camp
Brian Shumway, PCC

Henry F. Wallace Camp #160
Submitted by Gary Granger, JVC

Members of SUVCW Henry F. Wallace Camp 160 participated in the Owosso-
Corunna Labor Day Bridge Walk by providing the starting gun using a replica Civil
War brass cannon. This year's firing created a perfect smoke ring that drifted
across the Shiawassee River much to the delight of the dozens of walkers and
runners.

Each year on Labor day the two communities come together for a more than three
mile walk called the Owosso-Corunna Labor Day Bridge to Bridge Walk. The walk
begins at Owosso's Heritage Footbridge in Curwood Castle Park and ends at the
footbridge in Corunna's McCurdy Park.

The cannon was built and is owned by David Hilliker of Corunna. Helping man the
cannon were Gary Granger of Corunna and Max Newman of Caledonia Charter
Township. Hilliker, Granger and Newman are all members of Camp 160. Leston
Curtis -- another Camp 160 member -- was one of the walkers. Also attending the
event were ASUVCW Sisters Linda Kronberg of Tecumseh and Helen Granger of
Corunna and DUVCW members Teresa Grace and Denice Grace of Owosso.
(ASUVCW Photo)

We refuse to apologize for an
few are left in on pyose to drive any literary perfectionists up the
wall.

3
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Austin Blair Camp 7
Submitted by Bob Griggs, PCC, Signals Officer

This has been a very busy summer for members of our Camp and Auxiliary. In the month of
June we visited two schools Parma Elementary, and the Linden Charter Academy, to talk to
the students about the life of a Civil War soldier. We also set up camp and displays at the
Waterloo Farm Museum for their Blacksmiths, Soldiers & Log Cabin weekend, and the
Springport Summer Festival. At both of these places we were able to talk to many visitors
about the life of a Civil War soldier and what they did to help save the Union. Work continued
as well on the planned new monument for the Soldiers Cemetery as the hole was dug, forms
set, concrete poured for the base of the monument, After it had cured the monument was igg
delivered and put in place for a scheduled early August dedication. forthia fovadation.

We managed to flnd a little bit of time to rest before the month of July but once again we hit the road
running. On the 6" we presented the Colors at the Under the Oaks event in Jackson to celebrate

the birth of the Republican Party. Brother Chris Cox, acting as General Gordon Granger, read the
Emancipation Proclamation. We moved from there to the Learning Fair held at the Career Center on
Jackson College Campus. There we were able to enlist many "soldiers" for Father Abraham's

Army, and tell them how a soldier would have lived. Also, we spoke with many adults about how to

locate the records of their ancestors as well as their gravesites. On the 26" Camp and Auxiliary

members were at the Paddock Hubbard House in Concord for their annual Civil War Day. We once
again presented the Colors, and took part in man
passed out rag dolls, as we were once againableto r epl eni sh the ranks of F
by recruiting some young soldiers to replace our loses during the battle which we fought.

Anew recurit You might have thought with the end of summer in sight that we should be winding down, this was

not to be. Brothers : .. of Camp No. 7 spent most of the first week in

August assisting staff of the Ella Sharp Museum with their
annual Civil War Camp. While at this camp recruits learned
how to drill, load and fire a musket, attack an enemy position, and
camp life. We would like to thank the museum for once again letting
us hlieeempGrein t he Me aithe Bogs in Blue. After a one
day rest Camp and Auxiliary members put the finishing touch on a
project that has been on-going for more than 20 years

as we dedicated a permanent memorial at the Soldiers Cemetery
inside of Mt. Evergreen Cemetery in Jackson. Our
members would like to thank those who made this event possible.
A very hearty HAZZAH! to Brother Mike Maillard, whose

tireless energy brought this memorial dedication together. To ey
Consumers Energy Economic Development Director, Allan Hooper, Baily Sand and Gravel,
President Jerry Bailey, Jackson Monument Company Owner, Chris John, Centec
Casting, and the = - City of Jackson-Parks Department. Without the help of these folks, and
their commitment to this country's veterans, this project very possibility would have never been completed. Next, in
keeping with the purpose of our group, members of Camp No 7 traveled to Eaton Rapids where they set up camp to
assist staff members of the GAR Brainerd Post 111 Memorial Hall and Museum in putting on their 1* Civil War Day Camp,
where recruits learned about the life of a Civil War soldier. After learning about camp life, ¢ s el
they were taken into the museum where they learned about the Grand Army of the Republic
and their role in the country after the war.

Moving on, to what is probably the highlight of our year, the Jackson Civil War Muster. Once
again a camp was set up on top of the hill, along with our tent and fly for the ladies, and our
tables under the bandstand. As in years past, we were able to talk to many visitors to the
muster about our organization, our ancestors, their ancestors, and assist them in finding out
more about them, through the Brown Books and the graves registration database. We also
installed a new member. Welcome Brother Alex Tingley. We look forward to working with
you on upcoming events.

To find out more about these events, check out our webpages at www.austinblair.com or
find/like us on facebook.

Our newest Alex, with hls dad Brother Nathan.


http://www.austinblair.com/

Volume XXIII, Numbr Mi chi gandbés MessengerPage8

Robert Finch Camp 14
July to September 2014
Submitted by W. E. Skillman, PCC ~ Signals Officer

As of September 1, 2014; Camp 146s roster shows 43 Brother
Camp meeting will be 11:30 Saturday, September 20" at the Elks Lodge in Traverse City. Our speaker will be Brother
H.G..Smith, hispr esent ati o6onfeédatat edct iionsWewelcomb @l Bréthees aisitindtlek e s . 0
region to attend.

We are sad to inform readers of the passing of former Brother Jim Slis, who was active from 1999 until his discharge in
2012. Brother Charles Heffer (who passed away in 2013) bequeathed $400,000 each to the Kalkaska and Elk Rapids
Libraries. His generous gifts were totally unexpected by both Library staffs, they are currently soliciting ideas from their
communities on how to makethebest use Brother Chuckds gifts.

OnSaturday,JuIyZGmCamp 14 honored Orderly Sgt. Charles DePuy and F
Evergreen cemetery. Both men were bestowed the Medal of Honor for heroism at the Battle of the Crater. Over 100

visitors and guests were in attendance to learn of Sgt. DePuy and Thatcher and their comrades desperate fighting at the
6horrible pitd 150 years before. I n addition to the Sons a
KalkaskaCount y Service Unit) contributed to the ceremony. ORI | e
read a poem entitled AThe Cratero. The Kalkaska VFW provid
delegation was present. Following the ceremony, Dept. Commander Paul Davis stepped forward to congratulate

everybody who contributed their time and talent for this auspicious occasion.

Robert & Francis Finch participants at Pvt. Charl es
MOH ceremony in Kalkaskads Evergreen Cemetery

Immediately following the ceremony, new Brother Thom Duvernay and his nephew started on a road trip to retrace his
great-grandfather's experiences 150 years earlier. Thomdés f i r st st opwharamyg®a-grandfécherwas NC
held prisoner after being captured at Ream's Station, VA on August 26, 18640 He met Ed and Sue Curtis, (who

established the Salisbury Confederate Prison Association), who gave Thom a personal

tour of the cemetery and gr oundstrawelmgaroend aind seeimgwhesedtime orginad od . T
stockade and buildings stood) was moving, especially knowing my great-grandfather was heldthered6 . Thomés n t
was Reamds Station, | jusitobesndhe aréa wbhefe mp gréake grandfathergvas cdptured.o On J
30", Brother Duvernay rose at 4 a.m. to be present for the 150" commemoration of the Crater. He joined a couple
hundred visitors |listening to Rangers read parbsidanma(d4daccoun
a.m. 1864 time) acannonwas firedd mar ki ng t he e x pAtons pomtha ranfer askedwhotiach amcestors

i n the f i ghatsedaytandT tvas probébly the only Union hand that went upd Ranger Jimmy Blankenship

s howe d eXactlynwhére my great-grandfather's regiment, the First Michigan Sharpshooters, stood just before the

mi n e bNegrtWlkhom traveled to Richmond to visit Belle Isle where his great-grandfather was temporarily held (before

being moved to Salisbury). Thomés journey retraced the marches of the She
Harbor, Spotsylvania Court House and finally the Wilderness

Continued on page 9



Volume XXIII, Number 2 Mi chi gands MessengerPage9

Continued from page 8

flunfortunately,(where the Sharpshooters fought) was in what is now a gated community; ironically, the road that would

have been their picket I ine wasoénamednoltededentdhe Throaons spead
2,400 miles on his Reverse Overland Campaign, b ut h elt waswelbworthst to hdnor the memory of John
(Kedgnal/Kedgnot) Duvernay of Company B, 1*Mi chi gan Sharpshooters and all of hi:

Original painting of Salisbury Prison baseball game, Dr. Thom Duvernay standing at home plate
circa 1864 150 years later

CC Bryant, Treasurer Ted Mattis with several friends of Camp 14 entertained visitors attending the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore Park about Port Oneida pioneers who served the Union and opened the Leelanau Peninsula for
settlement after the War.

CC Skip Bryant, SVC Dave Smith, and DSVC Dale Aurand attended the National Encampment in Marietta, Georgia. They
enjoyed the camaraderie of Brothers from across the country, and welcomed new Commander-in-Chief Tad Campbell
(Dept. of California-Pacific). Upon his return, PCC Aurand attended the Jackson-Cascades Park Civil War Muster and a
monument rededication at "Depot Park" in White Pigeon. The ceremony was conducted by the March to the Sea Camp
135, to honor the memory of the men who served in the 11th Michigan Infantry.

Presentation of the Dr. Mary Edwards Walker Award
By Bruce B. Butgereit

With the passing d¢afher bhahe eve af th82014deparenert Ensampment, Department Commander
Paul Davis was unable to present her with the inaugural Dr. Mary Edwards Walker Award. This new award is given to a

Sister member of the Allied Orders. On Saturday, June 14, at a Flag Day event in Lowell, Ml, Commander Davis officially
presented the award to Marcia.

Bottor m Edtwards Walker Atward

presented to
‘Marcia Butgereit

.

=

gL
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LeValley - Heusted Camp 255
Submitted By Leo Marr

Members of LeValley-Heusted with support from Brothers from U.S. Grant Camp 67, Crapo Camp 145 and Curtenius
Guard Camp 17 participated in the Mayville 150™ Celebration by setting up a small encampment for visitors. The
encampment featured displays of Civil War artifacts, visitor interactions with uniformed members of the Sons, and an

opportunity for the public to search for their Michigan Civil War ancestor.

Ron Shull and Duaine Phillips did meet and greets and offered photo opportunities for youngsters or older visitors as well
who wanted to get the feel of a Civil War musket.

A Lincoln presenter read the Gettysburg Address from the rail station platform to an
assembled crowd while flanked by his Honor Guard.

The LeValley - Heusted Camp passed out six membership applications utilizing this event to recruit new Camp members.

Future Michiganbés Messenge
Submittal Dates and Publication Dates

Spring - March 1 for a March 15 Publication
Summer i June 1 for a June 15 Publication
Fall i September 1 for a September 15 Publication
Winter i December 1 for a December 15 Publication

Send all articles to Rick Danes, Editor, preferably at
mimessrd@aol.com or to 2612 Burns Street, Dearborn,
Michigan 48124-3204

ALL PUBLICATIONS WILL BE MADE ON TIME

Please do not send me photos without the names of persons in the
photo and a suggested caption. Thanks for your support!
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General John A. Logan Camp 1
By Bruce B. Butgereit, PDC, PCC

Due to a variety of reasons, the Brothers of Camp 1 will have conducted the fewest number of events since 1999. This
did not mean that we were inactive but after restoring an average of one monument/memorial each year since 2000 and
numerous headstone dedications and more; it just seemed as if we needed to take a break.

In May, our Camp Patriotic Instructor, Brother John Uplinger (in

middle of the photograph on the right) once again presented three
JrROTC awards to cadets from Union, Innovation Central, and Ottawa
Hills High School s. I f other Ca
program, | highly encourage you to do so. (One cadet was unable to
attend the event.

Our Camp also conducted four headstone dedications on the
Saturday before the Federal Memorial Day holiday.

We also conducted the traditional G.A.R. Memorial Day services at

the Kent County Civil War Monument on Friday, May 30. We were
joined by Real Son Brother Harold Becker and our Sisters from the
Champlin Corps No. 41, Womands R
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 1861 1865; and the Henry Jenks Chapter, Natlonal Somety Daughters of
the Union.

Earlier in the day, we again honored the request of the Guy V. Henry Camp No. 3, United Spanish War Veterans, made in
1963, wherein they asked the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War to conduct a Memorial Day serwce at their war
memorial, The Hiker. Attending was the daughter and granddaughter of Sgt. Clifford Stegenga, Co. B, 13" u.s. Infantry.

The Camp celebrated Saturday, June 14, Flag Day, by hosting a
special Flags and Fathers event at the Lowell Area Historical
Museum. We introduced a new Flag Facts brochure, designed for
students, giving the history of the flag of the United States. Real Son
Harold Becker was present and shared stories of his father with
visitors. In the photo on the left, Department Commander Paul Davis
presents Brother Becker a flag pin.

Brother Uplinger coordinated our participation at the Allied Orders
booth at the annual Carnival at the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans
on Saturday, July 26.

The Report of His Death Was Highly Exaggerated
Submitted by Chris Czopek

Hurlburt (or Hurlbutt), Nehemiah, Michigan 27 Infantry was wounded in the famous Battle of the Crater July 30,
1864. Was left for dead two days at the bottom of the crater. A burial detail found him alive, and took him to a
hospital. He recovered. But his regiment reported him dead !

Our SUV data base had him dying on July 30, 1864 as it was reported in the Michigan Brown Books and correctly
shows his grave is in Gratiot County near St. Louis, when in fact he survived the war and died March 18, 1887.
Our record has been corrected!
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March to the Sea Camp 135
Submitted by Bruce Gosling, PCC

On August 24 the March to the Sea Camp #135 conducted a ceremony of rededication for a monument in White Pigeon
Michigan dedicated to the Eleventh Michigan Volunteer Infantry by the Alba Columba Club in 1915. Brothers from all over
the state, several of whom are descended from men who served in the Eleventh Michigan, joined us for the celebration.
We were honored to have Mr. Leland Thornton, author of the authoritative history of the regiment, as our featured speaker
as well as Department Commander Davis and Sr. Vice-Commander Aurand take part. Descendants of the veterans of the
regiment were invited to sign by their names in a copy of Volume Eleven of Record of Service of Michigan Volunteers in
the Civil War 1861-1865 (Brown Books). A poem that was written for the original dedication was read by members of the
Alba Columba Club and a Legislative Tribute was awarded for the occasion by State Senator John Proos.

The Eleventh Michigan was a regiment that was raised in Southwest Michigan with almost 2/3 its complement coming
from St. Joseph County. It was the only regiment to be trained and mustered into service in this County, specifically at this
site in White Pigeon. White Pigeon Attorney William J. May was the organizer of the regiment, and William Stoughton of
Sturgis was his second in command. Training was conducted on the railroad grounds that were known as Camp Tilden.
The Eleventh reached its goal of 1,000 volunteers and was fully mustered into service on September 11, 1861 leaving for
active service December 9, 1861. They served their three years of service and left the siege of Atlanta in August of 1864.
After their return home the regiment began having annual reunions starting August 24, 1865.

The Alba Columba Club of White Pigeon in order to recognize the valor of these men erected this monument
commemorating their service in 1915. It was dedicated on August 24, 1915 to coincide with the fiftieth reunion of the
regiment that was held at the site of Camp Tilden with 54 men of the regiment participating in a splendid ceremony. In
1966, after rail service ended in White Pigeon and the depot and hotel had deteriorated along with the surrounding
grounds the Alba Columba Club asked the Village to relocate the monument to a more visible site in Wade Park. Happily,
the community has resorted the depot and there is now this beautiful park to welcome this monument back home. With
thanks to the Village of White Pigeon and Jason Trosper and his Building Trades class this has come to pass and we are
here today to rededicate this monument to the brave men who rose to the defense of their nation and went to war 153
years ago.
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