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From the Chaplain 

Brothers: with the ongoing armed conflict in the 
Middle East, I found this prayer for our Armed Forces, 
which I would like to share with you. 

O Creator of the universe, You did not form Adam 
from the dust of the earth so that his children would 
spill their brothers’ and sisters’ blood in that dust. 
With Adam’s sin came death, destruction, and war. Yet 
You did not turn from Your fallen creation but 
embraced it in the flesh of Your incarnate Son, winning 
our peace with You through His death and 
resurrection. Still, humanity rebels, and evil flourishes 
with wars and rumors of war. Young men and women 
today protect our nation in the profession of arms, 
even now serving in places of danger, to shield us from 
the manifested evil of terrorism, weapons of mass 
destruction, and other wicked instruments of Satan’s 
hatred. I pray, dear Lord of peace, that You would 
protect those who wear the uniform of the United 
States of America and serve with courage, honor, and 
commitment. Comfort and strengthen those in the 
Navy, the Marine Corps, the Army, the Air Force, the 
Space Force, and the Coast Guard. Be with their loved 
ones who must wait at home while they go too far and 
distant lands, answering the call to duty. Bless the 
faithful ministry of chaplains who go with them to 
proclaim Your Gospel and administer Your 
Sacraments on ships and in foxholes. Guide the leaders 
of this world that they may seek to walk in peace so 
that the skills of warriors may not be used except to 

deter those who would seek to harm us. I ask this in 
the name of the Prince of Peace, the only Savior of the 
world, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
 Chaplain Charles Buckhahn, PCC 

Curtenius Guard Camp #17 

The G.A.R. Memorial Hall and Museum in Eaton 
Rapids was represented in both the Memorial Day 
parade and the 4th of July parade. Their float was 
shared with both Curtenius Guard Camp #17 and the 
Michigan Society, Sons of the American Revolution. 

Brother Steve Martin, PDC, supplied the trailer for 
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the Memorial Day parade and brother Aaron 
Dickinson of Curtenius Guard provided the trailer for 
the 4th of July parade.  Several brothers of Curtenius 
Guard helped at the Museum both days also. Now 
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Rob Payne joined us 
both days and rode on the trailer for the parades. 

Members of Curtenius Guard Camp #17 James 
Pahl, PCinC and Ron Shull, PCC, attended a musket 
shoot on July 25 at the Cap and Baller's Shooting Club 
in Hopkins, MI. We fired live rounds at targets using 
muzzle loading muskets. This was hosted by the 
Michigan Society, Sons of the Revolution. 

Brother James B. Pahl, Esq, PCinC 
 

On July 11, 2026, Curtenius Guard Camp 17 was 
invited and participated in the Nashville, Michigan, 
America 250 Celebration.  

Brothers Robert Payne, JVCinC, Ron Shull, PCC, 
Harold Holcombe, and Steve Carr, CC participated in 
the flag raising ceremony in Parady Park. The Park is 
names after Sgt Emory Parady who helped capture 
John Wilkes Boothe and settled in Nashville years after 
the war. 

Brothers Ron Shull, DJVC, Harold Holcombe, 
Steve Carr, CC, and Don Miller participated in the 
Parade, and rededication of Revolutionary War 
Veteran Truman Webber’s grave.  

 Brother Robert R Payne, PDC 

 

 

Robert Payne, JVCinC, Ron Shull, PCC, Harold Holcombe, Steve 
Carr, CC at the Flag raising ceremony 

Ron Shull, PCC, Harold Holcomb, and Don Miller on the Trailer 

Robert Payne, JVCinC, carrying the United States Flag with the 
VFW 
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Governor Crapo Camp #145 

On March 5, 2026, an original Governor Crapo 
Post membership and memorial badge were 
presented to the State of Michigan Save the 
Flags.  Terry McKinch, Governor Crapo Camp 
commander and Linda McKinch, Governor Crapo 
Corps President were honored to donate the badges, 
so they can be displayed with the Governor Crapo Post 
#145 flag. The flag, which was rescued a few years ago, 
was also presented to Matt VanAcker, Director and 
Curator of Save the Flags. 

The post flag had been found in an old locker at a 
Flint, Michigan, car dealership, it ended up at a garage 
sale, and was subsequently purchased and donated to 
the State of Michigan.  Two of the Corps sisters, Dawn 
Bastian and Carol Powers helped to authenticate the 
material and flag. 

Later Terry McKinch, PDC, Department of 
Michigan, found and purchased the post badges so 
they could be displayed with the post flag.  Terry 
McKinch has assisted the Save the Flags initiative for 
almost 35 years.  The Governor Crapo Post #145 flag 
along with the badges are a significant addition to the 
State of Michigan’s Save the Flags conservation and 
display. 
 Brother Terry McKinch, PDC 

Report from a Tired Scribe vol.2 
Greetings Brothers, 

A short word on the Form 3 Membership 
Application Ver. 10-2024. 

Firstly, make sure you are using the current Form 
3 Ver. 10-2024 revised May 2025. 

You can download this from the suvcw.org site 
under Governance & Forms.  These are fill-in forms 
and National Headquarters demands that they be 
typed not handwritten or they will be rejected.  
Frankly, some of the handwriting I have witnessed 
would embarrass an ink covered worm. 

Page 2 of Form 3 requests a photocopy of the 
applicant’s Civil War ancestor’s military or pension 
record.  I have received a few Form 3 where this was 
neglected.  It is necessary to complete the application 
and causes delay. 

On page 4, in the case of Juniors, Have an adult 
initial the bottom line. 

Payment: I have been sent payments that are all 
over the map.  This costs time and postage for me and 
the Department Treasurer to send refunds.  I post a 
spreadsheet at least twice a year showing the pro-
rated amounts due.  If you require a copy, email me at 
secretary@suvcwmi.org and I will supply you with 
one. 

As always Brothers, if you have questions, please 
contact me, I will be happy to assist. 
Respectfully submitted in Fraternity, Charity, and 
Loyalty, 
Dick Denney, PCC 
Secretary, Department of Michigan 
SUVCW 

GENERAL ORLANDO M. POE CAMP 444  

On 07 August 2026, the Brothers of General 
Orlando M. Poe Camp 444 lost Charter Member, 
Chaplain, and Council, Brother Calvin Murphy.   The 
Brothers of Camp 444 mourn this tremendous loss to 
our Order and this country, and celebrate a life 
extraordinarily well-lived.  Brother Murphy served in 
the United States Army from 1965-1967, serving in 
1966-1967 in the Vietnam Conflict with Battery C, 1st 
Battalion, 44th Artillery out of Firebase JJ Carroll 
(Camp Carroll) on the DMZ.  Brother Calvin’s greatest 
service to his country was arguably that of the 
ultimate Veteran Advocate.  He spent decades 
volunteering as an advocate for Veterans’ and active 

Matt VanAcker, Director and Curator of Save the Flags stands 
with Terry McKinch and Linda McKinch to view the 
membership and memorial badges being displayed with the 
Governor Crapo Post #145 flag. 

The membership and memorial badges presented 
to Save the Flags seen against the backdrop of the 
flag. 

mailto:secretary@suvcwmi.org
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Military members’ rights, supporting Gold Star and 
Blue Star Families, promoting the remembrance of 
POWs and MIAs (including establishing the annual 
POW-MIA event in Mt. Pleasant), honoring American 
Veterans from all eras from the American Revolution 
forward, and faithfully doing the work of and holding 
leadership roles within the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and the SUVCW. There was no better friend or 
advocate for the American fighting-man and fighting-
woman than Calvin C. Murphy, Jr. 

From across the country and the state, family, 
friends, community members, and various Veterans 
groups (including Camp 444 Brothers) gathered at the 
Bethany Lutheran Church in Kaleva on Saturday, 22 
August 2026 to pay tribute to Brother Murphy.  It was 

an amazing cross-section of America that attended, 
and showed the love and respect that Brother Calvin 
had with everyone that knew him. 

A larger tribute to Brother Calvin Murphy is 
forthcoming in the next issue of The Engineer & 
Mechanic.  

Friday, 21 August 2026 several Brothers of Camp 
444 traveled from their homes over to the sunrise 
coast for a historical learning experience at the 
Wurtsmith Air Museum on the grounds of the former 
Wurtsmith Air Force Base in Oscoda.  The museum 
had many artifacts and exhibits on the history of 

TOP: Chaplain Calvin Murphy at the POW-MIA Recognition 
Plaques of Honor Ceremony in Mt. Pleasant – establishment of 
this event is his final mission in honoring our Veterans. 
MIDDLE LEFT:  Brother Murphy receiving the “Veteran of the 
Year” Award from the Grand Traverse Area Veterans Coalition.    
MIDDLE RIGHT:  Chaplain Murphy and Commander Smith 
share a light-hearted moment while he receives the General 
Orlando M. Poe Award. 
BOTTOM:  Vietnam Veteran Brother Calvin in Washington D.C. 
serving as a Guardian for World War II Veteran, Richard 
Rizzio, Sr. (a Silver Star recipient and Battle of the Bulge 
Veteran). 

TOP: Council Carl Noonan, Guide Bradley Walker, SVC/Sec. 
Dale Aurand, PDC look at the pictures and plaques at the 
entrance of the museum, while Treasurer Rodney Welliver and 
his wife Jodie look in the log books at the museum entrance. 
MIDDLE:  Council Carl Noonan, Guide Bradley Walker, and 
SVC/Sec. Dale Aurand, PDC explore some of the exhibits and 
displays of the Wurtsmith Air Museum.   
BOTTOM:  Guide Bradley Walker and Treasurer Rodney 
Welliver share a moment in one of the former ADC fighter alert 
hangar bays that are a part of the museum.  Brother Welliver, 
and Air Force Veteran, was stationed at Wurtsmith AFB in the 
1970s and shared several great stories with the Brothers in 
attendance and the museum staff. 
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Wurtsmith’s earliest days as Camp Skeel back in 1923 
through to its closure in 1993.  The exhibits also 
included static aircraft displays and larger historical 
items in the old Air Defense Command fighter alert 
hangar bays.  After finishing exploring the museum, 
several Brothers drove around the base and looked at 
what had changed since the base was open.  Finally, 
the remaining Brothers shared in more Fraternity at 
dinner in Oscoda before heading to their respective 
homes.   

At the 2026 SUVCW National Encampment in 
Gettysburg, several Camp 444 Brothers were in 
attendance to see Michigan’s own, Robert Payne, PDC, 
elected to the office of Senior Vice Commander-in-
Chief.  Camp 444 Brothers in attendance included:  
SVC/Secretary Dale Aurand, PDC, Council Chair Dick 
Denney, PCC, Guide Bradley Walker, new Camp 444 
Brother Stephen Law, PCC (primary member of 
Gettysburg Camp 112), and Camp 444 Honorary 
Member Ron Shull, PCC, JVDC.  The Encampment gave 
Camp 444 Brothers the wonderful opportunity to 
meet with new Camp member Brother Stephen Law, 
PCC in person.   

During the National Awards segment of the 2026 
SUVCW National Encampment, then Commander-in-
Chief Tucker presented General Orlando M. Poe Camp 
444 with the Horace Greeley Award for the Best Camp 
Website in the Order.  This is the fourth National 
Award that Camp 444 has received in the past two 
years.   

The final months of 2026 will be very busy for the 
Brothers of Camp 444 with upcoming ceremonies and 
events.  Updates can be found in The Engineer & 
Mechanic and on the Camp 444 Facebook page.     

                                                David S. Smith, LM, PDC  
                                              Camp 444 Commander 

Gilluly-Kingsley Camp #120 

The Camp focus for Graves Registration is on 
three cemeteries in the northern tier of townships in 
the county this Fall. Sanford, Coughran and Sharp 
Cemetery. Each has between seven and fifteen 
government headstones that need some help. On 
Monday August 17 two members of the camp got to 
work in Sanford Cemetery, Cohoctah Township in 
Livingston County. The goal was to clear just enough 
of the overgrown plants away to expose the two 
government headstones within. Both were cleared 
and then cleaned by Brother Bill Brandon and Graves 
Registration Officer Elden Davis.  

Remembering Brother Samuel Haskew 
Laswell 

A Report on His Service, Activities, and Contributions 
to SUVCW Camp #427 

Brothers, 
It is with great sadness that we remember our 

Brother Samuel Haskew Laswell—known to all of us 
simply as Sam, who passed away on August 2, 2026, 
at the age of 83. 

Sam was much more than a member of the Sons 

Senior Vice Commander/ Secretary Dale 
Aurand, PDC receives the Horace Greeley 
Award from Commander-in-Chief Kevin 
Tucker. 

Before (left) and After (right) Pictures for John J. Barlow, 
Company G 3rd Michigan Cavalry. 

Before (left) and After (right) Pictures for John D. Slider, 
Company E, 14th Michigan Infantry. 
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of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Camp #427. He 
was our Camp Chaplain, a proud United States Air 
Force veteran, a man of strong faith, a Civil War 
enthusiast, a historian, and a friend to many of us. He 
was a familiar presence at our meetings, ceremonies, 
parades, and special events, and he consistently 
found ways to contribute to the Camp and share 
something he had learned. 

A Faithful Chaplain and Brother 
Sam's role as Camp Chaplain was one of his most 

important contributions. He regularly led our 
opening and closing prayers and provided chaplain 
services at meetings and special events. His prayers 
brought a sense of faith, reflection, and reverence to 
our gatherings and reminded us that our work of 
remembering those who came before us is also about 
service, fellowship, and respect. 

His dedication was recognized at the national level 
when Sam received the National Chaplain's Award. This 
honor reflected the commitment and faithfulness he 
brought to his duties as Chaplain and was a source of 
pride for both Sam and Camp #427. 

Sam also believed strongly in participating in the 
life of the Camp. He joined his Brothers at Memorial 
Day parades, Decoration Day observances, Flag Day 
programs, Victorian Tea events, Christmas gatherings, 
and other commemorative activities. He particularly 
enjoyed participating in the Dearborn Memorial Day 
Parade, including riding with the Camp in a Model A 
automobile. 

A Student and Teacher of History 
Sam was an enthusiastic student of history and 

frequently shared articles, videos, presentations, and 
historical discoveries with the Camp. His interests 
covered much more than one particular aspect of the 
Civil War. He wanted to understand the people, places, 
battles, monuments, cemeteries, and events that made up 
our nation's history. 

Among the subjects he brought to the Camp was the 
Michigan Monument at Andersonville Prison Camp, 
honoring Michigan soldiers who suffered and died there. 
He also followed the stories of Civil War soldiers buried 
far from Michigan, including seven Michigan Cavalry 

Brother DC Swain presented the National Chaplain 
Award to Camp 427 Chaplain Sam Laswell 

Sam attending the Memorial Day Parade 
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soldiers buried at Fort Caspar Post Cemetery in 
Wyoming. Sam shared information about their graves 
and the cemetery's plans for improvements, as well as 
other Civil War graves in Wyoming connected to 
Michigan soldiers. 

The Michigan monument, pictured on the previous 
page, is located on the prison site approximately 290 feet 
from the North Wall and about 90 feet behind the 
Massachusetts monument. It was dedicated on 30 May 
1904. 

Sam was also interested in Michigan's broader 
history. He shared information about the documentary 
Frontier to Freedom: Wilderness, Revolution, and 
Michigan Statehood, highlighting Michigan's role in the 
American Revolution and the development of the state. 
His willingness to share such information reflected his 
belief that our understanding of history should extend 
beyond the familiar stories. 

The General Grant Home Presentation 
One of Sam's memorable presentations was his 

April 8, 2025, presentation on the General Ulysses S. 
Grant Home in Galena, Illinois. 

Using a collection of 1950s-era picture postcards, 
Sam discussed Grant's home and his return to Galena 
following the Civil War. He began with the famous 
image of Generals Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee at 
Appomattox Court House following Lee's surrender in 
1865. 

The presentation was typical of Sam. He took 
something as simple as a collection of old postcards and 
used it to open a larger conversation about the Civil 
War, its leaders, and the lives they lived after the 
fighting ended. 

Genealogy, Veterans, and Military Service 
Sam also looked for information that could benefit 

his fellow Brothers. He shared information about 
RootsTech genealogy programs, encouraging members 
interested in family history to take advantage of free 
educational opportunities. 

His concern for veterans and military families was 
equally evident. Sam brought information to the Camp 

about Mid-Michigan Honor Flight and the Freedom 
Centers at Detroit Metro Airport, believing these 
organizations provided meaningful ways to support 
veterans, active-duty military personnel, and their 
families. 

These were not simply announcements from Sam. 
He wanted the information included in Camp minutes so 
that other Brothers could learn about the organizations 
and potentially become involved themselves. 

Remembering Both Sides of the Civil War 
Sam also had an interest in the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans and openly discussed his involvement with the 
organization. He recognized that the Civil War was a 
complicated and deeply personal part of American 
history and believed that the stories of those who served 
on both sides should be remembered. 

Importantly, Sam never viewed this interest as a 
glorification of the conflict. He deeply regretted the 
death, suffering, and destruction that resulted when 
Americans fought and killed other Americans. 

Sam often emphasized that the lessons of the Civil 
War should ultimately lead us toward peace and 
understanding rather than continued division. He 
believed that people could disagree about history, 
ancestry, or other differences and still find common 
ground and peace in one another. 

That belief was especially meaningful coming from 
a man who spent so much time studying a war that 
divided the nation. For Sam, remembering history 
honestly did not mean remaining divided by it. 

One of the last conversations: General John Bell 
Hood and the Final Battles 

Sam was particularly interested in the final 
campaigns of the Civil War and the tragic story of 
General John Bell Hood and the Army of Tennessee. 

Towards the end, he discussed the story of Hood's 
1864 campaign through Spring Hill, Franklin, and 

Sam sharing one of his many presentations 

Sam during his time in the USAF 
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Nashville. At the Battle of Franklin on November 30, 
1864, Hood ordered a disastrous frontal assault against 
heavily fortified Union positions. His army suffered 
more than 6,000 casualties, while 14 Confederate 
generals became casualties, including six killed or 
mortally wounded. 

Among those lost was Major General Patrick 
Cleburne, one of the Confederacy's most respected 
commanders. Brigadier Generals John Adams, Hiram 
Granbury, States Rights Gist, Otho Strahl, and John 
Carter were also killed or mortally wounded. 

Two weeks later, Hood's depleted army suffered a 
decisive defeat at Nashville, effectively destroying the 
Army of Tennessee as an effective fighting force. 

For Sam, these battles represented more than 
military movements and casualty figures. They 
illustrated the terrible human cost of the Civil War and 
the loss experienced by Americans on both sides. 

Sam, John Wayne, and the Movies 
Sam was also a movie buff and had a particular 

fondness for John Wayne. His love of movies was not 
surprising given his work at the historic Redford 
Theatre, where he served as Head Maintenance 
Manager. He helped maintain the historic theater and 
played a behind-the-scenes role in preserving a piece of 

Detroit's cinematic heritage. 
John Wayne’s Civil War-related films were 

naturally of particular interest to Sam. He especially 
enjoyed The Horse Soldiers (1959), in which Wayne 
portrayed a Union cavalry officer leading a raid through 
Confederate territory, and The Undefeated (1969), set in 
the aftermath of the Civil War and focusing on former 
Union and Confederate soldiers moving beyond the 
conflict. 

Sam also enjoyed Rio Lobo (1970), Wayne’s final 
film directed by Howard Hawks. Beginning during the 
Civil War, the story follows Union Colonel Cord 
McNally as he confronts betrayal by those who aided a 
Confederate train robbery. The film’s themes of loyalty, 
honor, and betrayal appealed to Sam and reflected his 
own interest in the people and events surrounding the 
Civil War. 

The theme of former enemies finding a way 
forward was particularly appropriate to Sam's own 
philosophy. He could enjoy the movies as entertainment 
while also appreciating the historical themes they 
presented. 

Sam's work at the Redford Theatre and his interest 
in history shared something in common: preservation. 
Whether preserving a historic theater, researching Civil 
War soldiers, sharing old postcards, or remembering 
veterans, Sam believed the stories of the past were worth 
keeping alive. 

A Man Who Shared What He Learned 
Looking back over Sam's reports and activities, one 

thing becomes clear: he was always looking for 
something to share with his Brothers. 

It might have been a forgotten Civil War soldier 
buried in Wyoming, the history of the Grant home in 
Galena, a Civil War monument, a genealogy resource, 
information about veterans' organizations, a historical 
documentary, a book, a video, or a story about one of the 
war's final battles. 

Sam's reports were often an invitation: to learning, 
remembering, and sharing history.  

Sam participating in camp historical events 

The enemy of my enemy is my friend...Rio Lobo (1970) 
starring John Wayne 
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His contribution to Camp #427 therefore cannot be 
measured by one presentation or one event. It was the 
accumulation of years of participation, prayer, research, 
fellowship, and service.  

He was there for our parades and ceremonies, 
Decoration Day, Flag Day, Victorian Tea, Christmas 
gatherings, Camp meetings, and memorial events. He 
prayed with us, taught us, shared history with us, and 
enjoyed being among his Brothers. 

Sam's Final Legacy 
Sam's passing leaves a space in Camp #427 that 

will not easily be filled. Yet the record of his service 
remains. 

He leaves behind the prayers he offered, the history 
he shared, the presentations he prepared, the events he 
attended, the veterans he remembered, and the 
friendships he formed. 

Brother Samuel Laswell will be remembered as a 
faithful Chaplain, recipient of the National Chaplain's 

Award, a proud Air Force veteran, a historian, a keeper 
of memories, and a friend to his fellow Brothers. 

Perhaps the most fitting way to remember Sam is 
through the prayers he offered so many times. 
Throughout his years with Camp #427, he opened and 
closed our meetings with prayer and reminded us of the 
importance of faith, service, fellowship, and 
remembering those who came before us. 

Sam's Last Words of Prayer 
His final words of prayer to our Camp are 

especially precious. They represent not only the words 
of our Chaplain, but the faith, compassion, and 
fellowship that Sam brought to his Brothers. 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Those final words provide a fitting conclusion to 
the story of a man who spent so much of his life 
encouraging others, honoring veterans, preserving 
history, and bringing people together. 

Sam understood that remembering the past should 
not keep us divided. Instead, it should teach us about 
sacrifice, remind us of the consequences of division, and 
encourage us to seek peace and understanding with one 
another. 

As we continue the work of Camp #427, we will 
carry a part of Sam with us. When we gather for a 
meeting, stand at a cemetery to honor a veteran, 
participate in a parade or ceremony, discover the story of 
another forgotten soldier, or bow our heads in prayer, we 
will remember our Brother Sam. 

May we honor his memory by continuing the work 
he cared so deeply about: remembering those who 
served, preserving their stories, supporting our veterans, 
strengthening our fellowship, and seeking peace and 
understanding despite our differences. 

 

Sam participating in Decoration Day 

Sam participating in Rick Danes and Jerry Olson 
Tributes   

Sam leading the camp in prayer. 
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Rest in peace, Brother Sam. Your prayers have 
ended, but the faith, friendship, history, and memories 
you shared with us will remain. 
In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 

John McGill 
Camp Commander 
Sgt. John S. Cosbey Camp 427 

Communication in the Field 
Morse code, invented in the early 1940’s 

primarily for use by the railroads, was used 
extensively during the war by both sides. Lincoln is 
said to have spent time in the local telegraph office 
reading dispatches as they came over the wire from 
his field commanders. Telegraph communication was 
fast and relatively reliable. It was exploited by both 
sides, but not with impunity. Telegraph wires were 
routinely destroyed, messages were often intercepted, 
and misinformation was disseminated by both sides. 

Press coverage of battles was facilitated and news 
from the home front was sent to the field. No doubt, 
morale was affected, both for good and for bad, by the 
messages that traversed the wires throughout the 
war. 

The version of Morse code used during the war, 
known as American Morse or Railroad Morse, was 
somewhat slow and cumbersome, and not well suited 
to international use. It was later modified to become 
what we now refer to as International Morse Code. 

The front page of this edition of Michigan’s 
Messenger includes a message in the obsolete 
American Morse directly below the masthead. Your 
mission, should you choose to accept it, is to translate 
the dots and dashes into the letters they represent. 

Provide a Caption 
A number of the newsletters I receive from other 

organizations include a photo that is relevant to the 
organization and is in need of a caption. So, why not 
us? The photo below is taken from a collection at the 
National Archives. Think outside the box and create a 
humorous caption that could easily fit this picture. 
Some of the photos I select will already be known to 
some or all of you. Ignore what you know about the 
picture and create a new caption. Keep it light, keep it 
clean, or at least PG, and make it funny. Submit your 
proposed caption to me at editor@suvcwmi.org and I 
will include some of the captions in the next 
newsletter. 

  

mailto:editor@suvcwmi.org
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Austin Blair Camp #7 
Photos From Jackson Muster – Last Weekend in August 
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Michigan delegation to the 2026 National Encampment at Gettysburg 
How many of these dapper gentlemen can you name? 

In Memorium 
 

Brother Gary Joe Holmes 
Nash-Hodges Camp #43 

Blissfield 
26 June 2026 

Brother James Gilbert Thompson 
Gov. Henry Crapo Camp #145 

Flint 
9 July 2026 

Sister Sally Redinger 
General Benjamin Prichard Camp #20 

Kalamazoo 
26 July 2026 

Brother Samuel Haskew Laswell 
Sgt. John S. Cosbey Camp 427 

Dearborn 
2 August 2026 

Brother Calvin Murphy 
General Orlando M Poe Camp #444 

Cadillac 
7 August 2026 

 

Officer Installation Reminder 
It is now time to begin scheduling officer 

installations for your Camps for the 2026-2027 
administrative term. 

Please contact Brother David S. Smith as soon 
as practicable with the requested date of your 
officer installation, so that the Department 
Commander or his representative can be secured 
for the date. At that time, please email him, and 
copy Department Commander Kimble and 
Department Secretary Denney with your 
requested date. 

• Email Brother Smith at: 
david.smith@suvcwmi.org 

• Copy Commander Kimble at: 
david.kimble@suvcwmi.org 

• Copy Secretary Denney at: 
secretary@suvcwmi.org 

If your Camp plans on retaining the same 
slate of officers and do not require an installation, 
please let them know this as well. In that case, you 
will still need to submit the Form 22, Form 22MI, 
and provide a short letter indicating that you are 
retaining your officers for the upcoming year and 
do not require an installation. 

In the case where only an officer or two need 
installation, please let them know that as well. 
Special arrangements can be made to install only 
those members. 

National Encampment 2026 

mailto:david.smith@suvcwmi.org
mailto:david.kimble@suvcwmi.org
mailto:secretary@suvcwmi.org
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OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN 
2026-2027 

 
Commander - 

David Kimble, PCC 

Senior Vice Commander - Todd Cordill, CC 
Junior Vice Commander - Ron Shull, PCC 
Members of the Council - Dale Aurand, PDC 
  Steven Martin, PDC 
  David Smith, PDC 
Secretary - Dick Denney, PCC 
Assistant Secretary - John Bennett, CC 
Treasurer - Bruce S.A. Gosling, PDC 
Chief of Staff - David Smith, PDC 
Counselor - James B. Pahl, PCinC 
Chaplain - Charles Buckhahn, PCC 
Patriotic Instructor - Terry McKinch, PDC 
Color Bearer - Edgar J. Dowd, PCC 
Signals Officer - Robert R Payne, PDC 
Editor, "Michigan's Messenger" - Robert A. Wessel, LM 
Historian - Ron Tryl, PCC 
Guide - Leonard Sheaffer, CC 
Guard - Lloyd Lamphere, Sr., PCC 
Graves Registration Officer- Charles Worley, PDC 
GAR Records Officer- Gary L. Gibson, PDC 
Civil War Memorials Officer- Leonard Sheaffer, CC 
Eagle Scout Coordinator - Lloyd Lamphere, Sr, PCC 
ROTC Coordinator - Terry McKinch, PDC 
Camp-At-Large Coordinator - John Bennett, CC 
Camp Organizer - David Smith, PDC 
Military Affairs Officer- Edgar J. Dowd, PCC 
Aide de Camp - L. Dean Lamphere, Jr., PDC 
Ceremonies and Rituals Officer - L. Dean Lamphere, Jr., PDC 

 
For contact information, see: suvcwmi.org/hq 

 

MICHIGAN’S MESSENGER is published quarterly in March, June, September, and December. Submissions should be sent to 
editor@suvcwmi.org no later than the end of the first day of the month of publication. 

Editor: Robert A. Wessel, PhD, LM                    Editors Emeritus: David S. Smith, LM, PDC; Richard E. Danes, PCC; John R. Mann 
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